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or ethological history of a plant or animal with a subtle appreciation 
for how the organism is adapted to the Sandhills. 

Part 3 ends the text with a brief history of the cattle industry and 
the introduction of irrigation, and Johnsguard addresses the problem 
of water contamination with farm chemicals. 

There are 7 useful appendices that include a time scale of geologic 
events; checklists of vertebrates and vascular plants in relation to the 
ecological communities; a distributional checklist of birds; a listing 
of parks, preserves and natural areas; a cross reference of scientific 
and vernacular names; and a glossary. Although there are no citations 
within the text, Johnsguard provides an extensive bibliography of 
references, and there is both a subject and a species index. There are 
also 48 illustrations or diagrams, including several beautiful pen and 


Johnsguard is an ornithologist and ethologist, and com to 
vertebrates and vascular plants there is little information t in- 
vertebrates or nonvascular plants. I also wondered about the title. 
While Johnsguard describes the environmental threats of irrigation 
and agricultural chemical contamination, I never got the sense of 
fragility as I read the book, and perhaps that his a tribute to his 
attempt to share his “love letter” with others as opposed to pontifi- 
cating. 

John Janovy Jr.’s book, Keith County Journal (1978, St. Marin’s 
Press, New York) was my introduction to appreciation of the 
Nebraska Sandhills. Like Janovy's book, Johnsguard relates his sense 
of beauty and fascination to the reader, but Johnsguard also gives 
the biologist the background to discover the area for themselves.— 
NEIL P. BERNSTEIN, Department of Biology, Mount Mercy College, 
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